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' Location;

Present Ownef"
ang Occupant:

 Present Use:

_Stateggnf of
Significance:

- ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. Cond
its

B. Technieal Description of Exterior

1.

" rubble and rag work. Miscellaneous wooden posts, hewn . -

.seasonal usage.

'HISTORIC AMERICAN BULLDINGS SURVEY HABS No. ME-108

PHIPPSBURG CONGBEGATIONAL_CHUEBH 

- 'On Gun Hill near Kennebec Rlver, Phlppsburg Vlclnlty
J(Phippsburg Center), Sagadahoc County, Maine .

Phippsburg Congregational Church

Religious activities

This atructure was first built in 1802, “new—modeled“
with Gothic exterior detailing added when the pews
were replaced, the gallery removed, and the entry
relocated. (New windows were added in 1909,)
Architecturally, the Phippsburg Congregational Church
is of interesi because of the few superficiel Gothiec
details added to the standard early nineteenth-century
New England church type, and because of the interior
which has not been exten31vely remodeled--as so many ..

- others have--and which is particularly beautiful = .
because of its simplicity and proportions. It is &
good example of the local vernacular (certainly a
more felicitous example than the Harpswell Church),
and is a statement in a rursl communiiy of a more

. sophisticated handling in an urban setting;_e.g.,
Winter Street Congregational Church in Bath. [Source
of information, Mrs. Fred Haggett (Ada Catherine
Minott Haggett), who is familiar with church records.y

ition of Fabric: Good, yet the fabric suffers becausé of

A rectangular wood frame building with gable roof, spiral
bell tower, and spire; two entrances et tower end of
building into narthex. The frontispieces and spire are -
of interest. Over-all dimensions, 38'~8", facing south,
x 60'-10%",

Foundations: Exterior foundation walls of semidressea

beams, aawed joists, wooden board subfloor, Fragments"
of a brick foundation or wall under building.

Wall construction:. Wood frame, Clapboards over 1" sheath-
ing, inside plaster on lath between studs. Corners.are
decorated with 1ong, 31mp1e wooden pilasters. -
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Stoops: Stons slab ztoop with iron boot scrapers ME
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Chimneys: Two brick chimneys
imhlaed for awmoke pine 1
gtove ot rour of SANCTUATY .

at altar =nd of sunctuury,
rom wood-tmirning lron

Dpenings

a, Doormmmys: Tvwo aoorwa3q ont facada; plain pi
continuad over the doors to form poinied zrches
which bermLﬂ‘*e in sinple tripartits "erowns.®

5, Yindows ond shutters: 1847 windows (crco’ﬁ—aung
wooden gash, Lwent y—ovmr~tweﬂuJ ligh®s, clear glass)
replaced in 1909 with present windows, which are
double=hung wooden sash with stained glass, (Lover
cash, one pane with twonty-four surrounds; upper
gash four large panes with & cirveular inseri, and
wmmyfmmswwmm¢mgpmw&) One squaes windovy,
twelve lights set into semiciveulsr decoration in
rear gabls,

Louvared wood shubtters hung at several of the rec-~
tangular windows.

Roof: Gable roof, composition shingles on wood sheathing,
Boxed eaves with simple cornice, Hnitablature composed
of three lapved boards 7 3/4", 1L 3/4%", 16 5/8" in widtih,

Bell tower and spire: Two~tier sguare bell tower, clap-
boards with pilaster corner boards, entablature of three
lappad boards, wooden cornices; open bell housing; puaneled
wooden spire (square in plan) w1th wooden weathpfvane;
wooden obelisks at each covrner of itover at both Tisve,
ood frame, mortise and tenon with peg fasiteners., Hand-
hewn wood heams,

Technical Degeripition of Interior

1.

Floor plan: Narther opens through two doorways into
sanetuary, e stairways to balcony over narthey, two
clogets, Two aisles to chancel. Pews on plaiforms,
raised dvove algle level, Chancel extends across ssnc-
Huary.

Stairways: Two shajrways to balcony; L-shaped with
winders at turm.

Flooring: Wooden hoard flooring painicd yellow ochrs,
alls and ceiling finish: Vertieal headed edge hoard

walingscot. Plastered wall, wood meld stvrip decoratd
to suggest panels. Wooden board cornice, (oved nlaster



3 '.celllng 3 ‘with stepped recess and plaster ‘centerpiece. -
o (Walls pa:l.nted yellow prior to 194’?.) : - NE

2.
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Doorways and doors: - Simple door frame with bead trim, __.2-

eat to suggest pediment. Four_—panel door, one per

opening.

: Déceraf;_tve features and trim: Chancel railing with
~ turned balusters. Pews painted white with varm.shed
“tyim, brass numbers.

' Hax_'dw_are_: Mn,sc_ellaneous_ iron thumb latches, iron boot

serapers.

Lighting: 0il lamps converted 1o eleciric. Bracket
lamps and six-lamp chendelier at center of room.

Heating: One wood-burning iren stove, Budswater & Co.,
_1880 Rounsford, Pa. #34.

Site: Sltuated on GQun Hill overlookmg Kermebec River near.

_McCebb-Mmott House and Hon. Marl: L. H:Lll's grave, Faces

south.
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